
Martha’s Vineyard Youth Task Force
Who We Are

• Angela Knapp – Program Director

• Susan Mercier – Community Engagement 
Coordinator

• Scott Mullin – LGBTQIA+ Outreach Coordinator



But more importantly

• The MV Youth Task Force is truly meant to be led by our youth and you. 

• The MVYTF was founded in 2004 by concerned community members. 

• MVYTF’s actions over the past 17 years have had a significant positive impact on 
prevention.

• MVYTF continues to work towards education, prevention, and collecting  data.



Mission

• The Youth Task Force mission is to reduce 
substance use and other risky behaviors by 
promoting community-wide health and 
wellness for youth and families through a 
cooperative integrated network of youth, 
parents, health practitioners, health and social 
service organizations, public officials, 
educators, law enforcement officers, and other 
community members.





- Michael Blanchard

• ” 50% difference in long term propensity for addiction when 

first use of alcohol or drugs is delayed from the ages of 8-10 

until the ages of 14-17.

• “ The most successful strategies utilize parents and peers in 

the process of motivating adolescents to avoid 

alcohol. Prevention and treatment strategies that understand 

the predispositions to alcohol use in the form of peers, 

parents, and schools, will use those same venues to change 

expectancies and alcohol-use patterns. Motivational 

Interviewing uses the intrinsic motivations of the child to 

achieve change. Even though other AA-based, and 

psychoeducational methods have been shown to be effective, MI 

has been well received among adolescents who feel respected and 

included in the process. Communities considering prevention 

strategies would be well-served to consider a grassroots 

campaign of school, parental and peer-based interventions, 



Goals
• Clear parental expectations, consequences, 

and modeling

• Community Norms Favorable to Use

• Cultural Identity and Pride



• Research has found that sexual and gender 
minorities, including lesbian, gay, bisexual, 

transgender, queer, and intersex people 

(LGBTQI+), have higher rates of substance 

misuse and substance use disorders than people 

who identify as heterosexual. People from these 

groups are also more likely to enter treatment 

with more severe disorders.
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Call to 

Action

• Join the coalition - meet 

quarterly in person and virtually 

once a month with one of our sub-

committees

• Become a volunteer

• Share your voice


